
Cub Scout Pack 751, Oceanside, CA 
Rain Gutter Regatta Rules 
The Raingutter Regatta is a boat race that designed to be a parent-son project. Please feel free to give 
guidance and minimal assistance to your Scout as he builds his Raingutter Regatta boat, appropriate to 
his age. This is a chance for your son to be part of a team (he and you), and to enjoy the spirit of friendly 
competition with his peers. 
Construction 

1. The boat must be newly built each year from a Pack issued BSA kit. 
2. The boat must make use of the hull, mast and sail provided in the kit. The other materials are   
optional. 
3. The final sail may not be larger than the supplied sail, and must be made with the supplied sail 
material. 
4. The boat must have a single mast. 
5. Total boat length may not exceed 7 inches. 
6. Total boat height may not exceed 7 inches. 
7. Total boat width may not exceed 2.25 inches. 
8. The sail may not be directly attached to the hull. 

Racing 
1. Boats may only be propelled by the Scout by blowing through a straw provided by the Pack. 
2. Scouts are allowed to right a boat that has tipped over. 
3. Scouts may not push the boat forward by hand or straw. 
4. If the race judge determines that a Scout has pushed the boat, and that Scout wins the race, the 
race will 
be re-run. If the Scout is judged to have pushed his boat a second time, he automatically loses the 
race. 

Tips 

Make sure glue is dry prior to the race. Hot glue works well. 

Blow at bottom of sail, not the top. Practicing in a bathtub helps. 

Paint the hull to help seal it against the water. 
Sportsmanship – Read this Section with your Scout! 
Two things the Raingutter Regatta requires each participant to learn are: 
1) the craft skills necessary to build a boat and 
2) the rules that must be followed. 
Even more important, though, is how we act and behave while participating in the Raingutter Regatta or any other 
group activity. This is called sportsmanship. The first thing to remember about sportsmanship is that everyone's 
skills are a little different. Your craft skills may be just developing, while someone else may be more experienced. 
Parents have different skill levels, too. Whether or not you feel that you have good boat-building or racing skills, 
remember, you and your friends are individuals first and racers second. This idea is often called having respect for 
others. The second thing to remember is to follow the rules. Without rules, there would be no Raingutter Regatta. 
You will never know if you are really good at doing something unless you follow the rules. This is often called being 
honest. The third thing to remember about good sportsmanship is that there are winners and losers in every 
competition. You accept this when you choose to compete. There may be times when you win and feel happy, and 
times when you lose and feel unhappy. Being a winner is easy, and losing is sometimes hard. If you win, you must 
not brag or gloat. If you lose, you must not feel jealous or bitter. To be a good sportsman, you must be able to say, "I 
did my best" and be satisfied with the results. You must also be able to appreciate and feel happy for someone else 
when he runs a good race or builds a neat boat. 
 

 

Good Luck! 


